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Empire, that Henry Dandolo had been, if not entirely,
nearly blinded by the cruelty of the Byzantine court.
His sagacity could scarcely foresee the fortuitous cir-
cumstances which led at length to that unexpected
victory of the West over the East, but he had the
quick-sightedness of ambition and revenge to profit by
those circumstances as they arose. He proposed to his
fellow citizens, with their full approval he explained to
the Crusaders, that Venice would fulfil her part of the
treaty, if in discharge of the 34,000 marks of silver
they would lend their aid in the conquest of Zara,s
which had been wrested from them unjustly, as they
said, by the King of Hungary. The gallant chivalry of
.France stood aghast; that knights sworn to war for the
recovery of the Holy Sepulchre should employ their
arms against a Christian city, the city of a Christian
King under the special protection of the Pope! that the
free armies of the cross should be the hirelings of the
Venetian republic! But the year was wearing away;
the hard necessity bowed them to submission. The Doge
pursued his plan with consummate address. As though
he too shared in the religious enthusiasm which was to
be gratified in all its fulness after the capture
ept. 2. ^ 2ara? OI1 -u^ great festival of the Nativity of

the Virgin, Dandolo ascended the pulpit in the church
of St. Mark. In a powerful speech he extolled the re-
ligious zeal of the pilgrims: " Old and feeble as I am,
what can I do better than join these noble cavaliers in
their holy enterprise ? Let my son Eainier take the
rule in Venice; I will live or die with the pilgrims of
the Cross." But there was a careful stipulation behind,
that Venice was to share equally in all the conquests of
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